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THE UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

DREAM PROJECT



High School

Community College
4-year

university or Associate’s Degree (A.A.)
college

Bachelor’s Degree

(B.A. or B.S.)
Graduate
- Law
Medical School
School School
Master’s
J.D.
M.D.
Career
Doctoral
Program
Ph.D., etc.

Mean Income by Education Level'

Less than HS.
$30,146

H.S. Graduate
$38,837

Some College
$45,232

Associate’s Degree
$47,401

Bachelor's Degree
$67,766

Master’s Degree
$82,022

Doctorate Degree
$115,377

Professional Degree
$130,377

College

The general term for all higher education. In some cases, the term
"college" might refer more specifically to a four-year institution that
offers only bachelor's degrees.

University

A four-year institution that has both undergraduate and graduate
students. A university often includes many "colleges" or "schools"
within it, such as the College of Arts & Sciences, the College of
Engineering, or the School of Law.

Branch Campus

Some universities have amain campus and multiple branch campuses
located elsewhere around the state. They typically offer a limited
number of programs compared to the main campus. For example,
UW has two branch campuses: one in Tacoma and one in Bothell.

Community College (or Junior College)
A two-year institution that offers only associate's degrees, which is
typically the equivalent of the first two years of a four-year degree.

Technical College (or Vocational School)
A school that provides specialized training for a certain industry.

Major
Primary area of study at college, such as English, International
Studies, or Civil Engineering.

Double Major
When a college student has two primary areas of study. This second
focus typically requires extra coursework.

Minor (or emphasis)
Secondary area of study at college. This may or may not be related
to your major.

A.A.orA.S.
Associate of Arts or Associate of Science. A two-year degree from a
community college. Also referred to as an Associate’s Degree.

B.A. or B.S. (or undergraduate degree)
Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science. A four-year degree often referred
to as a Bachelor’s Degree, undergraduate degree, or college degree.

M.D. (doctor)
Medical Doctorate. A degree required to be a doctor of medicine.
Three to four years of extra schooling after B.A. or B.S.

J.D. (lawyer)
Juris Doctorate. A law degree required to be a lawyer. Typically three
years of extra schooling after B.A. or B.S.

Master's
Degree earned after completing graduate school. One to two years of
extra schooling after B.A. or B.S.

Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy. Degree earned after completion of a doctoral
program. Requires extra years of schooling after master's degree.

Professional Degree
Usually, the highest degree for a specific career, such as M.D,, J.D,, etc.

1. Annual Social and Economic (ASEC) Supplemen. Bureau of the Census, Bureau of Labor Statistics. http://pubdb3.census.gov/macro,/032007 /perinc/new03_010.htm. Accessed April 4, 2009.
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JUNIOR YEAR SENTOR YEAR
SPRING SUMMER FALL WINTER SPRING

Make sure you are
"college ready”

Prep for and take the SAT or ACT test

Search for colleges to apply to

Apply to at least ghree colleges

Apply for financial aid
(FAFSA)

Apply for scholarships

Accept an offer of
admission by May 1st
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B High school graduation requirements # college entrance requirements!

Mathematics Advanced Algebra or higher 3 years required (6 semesters)

At least 3 years of algebra, geometry, advanced algebra, or integrated courses that include introductory trigonometry, mathematical
analysis, elementary functions, and calculus. An algebra course taken in 8th grade counts if the second year is completed in high
school. Courses in arithmetic, pre-algebra, and business math do not meet this requirement.

Class Title Grade Credits Class Title Grade Credits
Did you pass all of these classes? (crcle) & Yes [ No TOTAL YEARS OF MATH:
Will you complete and pass Algebra I1? ©Yes I No Will you meet Math Core? (circle) & Yes No
Science 2 Lab Sciences 2 years required (4 semesters)
One year must be biology, chemistry, or physics, with laboratory. An additional year can be a lab designated by the district.

Class Title Grade Credits Class Title Grade Credits
Did you pass all of these classes? (circle) & Yes X No TOTAL YEARS OF SCIENCE:

Does one of these courses count for your Sves

lab credit? (circle) E Will you meet Science Core? (circle) & Yes E No

Note: Western Washington University specifies that the lab class must be chemistry or physics.

Foreign Language* All in the same language 2 years required (4 semesters)

Two years of study in a single foreign language. Courses must be in sequence with no repetition. For example, French 1 and French
2 will meet the requirement, but French 1 and Spanish 1 will not.

Class Title Grade Credits Class Title Grade Credits
Did you pass all of these classes? (circle) & Yes X No TOTAL YEARS OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE:
Were all of these classes in the same
language? (circle) O Yes BT Will you meet Foreign Language Core? (cire) & Yes E No

= *Refer to the flowchart on the back of this page if English wasn't your first language.

The information on these pages is valid for the six public higher education institutions in the State of Washington, as well as many other colleges and universities. Some text from Upward Bound worksheets.

# 1 $



What if you already speak another language?

B If English wasn’t your first language, you grew up in a different country, or you
took classes outside of the U.S., you should use this page to make sure that you
will meet the core requirements for foreign language.

By the time you graduate high school...

Will you have taken two years of a language other than English in a U.S. high school?

Yes No

Did you attend school from the 1st through
the 7th grade in any country other than
Australia, Canada, Ireland, New Zealand,

the U.K., or the U.S.?
Note: you must have been officially educated in the country's
education system and list this on your college applications.

Yes No

& A

You are on track
to meet Foreign
Language Core

You need to take a foreign
language placement test at a
local community college

Y;i"‘c”;lll:e:: ttr:’a;“’ziufy Did you place into the third

are applﬁng fo ofythe level (third quarter) of the

results of your foreign fes foreign lal]guage?
language test. (e.g., Spanish 103)

No

% =4 A
You need to take (and pass) the first two
levels of a foreign language before you

graduate high school. This will likely need to be
$ # done at a community college.
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SAT

wiew. collegeboard. com
$45

Three Sections:
Critical reading

Mathematics
Writing

Each section worth 800 poimts
Total of possible 2400 points

& hours, with short breaks

Correct answers get 1 point
Wrong answers deduct . 25 point

Reguired and included
? =
&'5
m 6 %

(": 52 %
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WEBSITE
CosT

SECTIONS

POINTS

TIME

SCORING

WRITING SECTION
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ACT
www.actstudent.org
$46
Five Sections:
English
Mathematics
Reading
Science
Optisnal Writing Section

Each section worth 36 points
Section scores averaged into “composite
score” out of 36

4.5 hours (including Writing Section), with
short breaks

Correct answers get 1 point
No penalty for wrong answers (so answer

every question)

Optional, but required for most colleges
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Seattle University
Why do you feel that Seattle University is a good match with your educational goals?

University of Washington
Discuss how your family's experiemce or cultural hiistory enriched you or presented you with opportunities or challenges in pursuing
your educational goals.

Tell us a story from your life. describing an experience that either demonstrates your character or helped to shape it.

Western Washington University
If you are interested in a particular academic area, tell us why. Do you have a dream job in mind? If so, we'd love to hear about it.
Tell us how culture—either wour own or your experience with others—has affected your outlook on the world, How have you con-
tributed to a multicultural community and/or how will wou promote multiculturalism at Westem or in your career?
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After you've written your draft, ASK:

Did you answer the question(s) posed in the essay prompt in the application?
+  Does this statement describe YOU and point out your best qualities?
Did you discuss how this experience has transformed you?
Did you discuss how this event relates to college or your future?
If you have experienced significant hardships in your life, did you describe them in your essay?
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“Rolling Admission”
Decisions are processed depending on when the application is
submitted. Apply as soon as possible.

“Regular Admission”

Most applicants will hear back in March. The date you submit
your application does not impact the decision. Apply by the final
deadline.

“Early Decision”

You sign a legally-binding contract that if you get accepted to
that college, you will go there. You can only apply to one college as
“Early Decision” but you can apply to as many other colleges as you
want for Regular, Rolling, or Early Action Admission, Apply before
Early Decision deadline {usually in Nowvember).

“Early Action”

No binding contract, but guarantees that the applicant will hear
back by a certain date. Note that your application is not given any
special consideration for applying Early Action. Apply before Early
Action deadline (usually in November).

“Priority Date”

Mot a deadline, but a suggested date by which to apply so that you
can be considered for scholarships or other programs. This does not
give you special consideration for admission and is also not the same
thing as Early Action or Early Decision. Apply before Priority
Date (usually in November/December).
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Accepted

You're in! You need to choose whether you will attend this college
and send in your Enrollment Verification and Deposit by May 1st.

Denied
Go to plan B. Wait to hear back from other schools or look into
alternate opportunities for the next year.

Wait listed

The school is waiting to see how many students will choose to go
there. A school may offer you admission later (after May 1st),
but you should accept another school's offer to ensure that you have
a place in the fall.

Deferred

The school, or you, have decided to wait a certain amount of time
before you enroll. For example, you might decide to travel for a
semester and defer admission so you won't have to re-apply when
you get back. Not all schools offer this as an option.
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ﬂz, —— $ 10,138 « Thisis the total cost of going to college, including tuition,

books, rent, food, etc,

o
i ) ) ) The government calculates how much momey your family can
- Estimated Family Contribution § 3,861 € provide for your education. This s called the estimated family
comtribution. You can get an estimate of yours at www fingid,org.

= Your “Financial Need™ $ 15,8%¥ € Thisis the amount that schools should offer you in financial aid.

& To be considered for federal financial aid, you must submit the FAFSA by the earliest priority date of
the colleges that you are applying to. Every college’s date 1s different, so check with each one.
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